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Ear-shooting, fire ritual and triumph report

Bunun ear-shooting
ritual for good harvests

The Bunun ritual
calendaris closely linked
to millet farming. Millets
are sown in January and
February. After weeding in
March, hunting will start
in April and May when itis
less busy in the field and
newly-born wild animals
become independent.
Therefore, it is during this
time of the year that the
Bununs perform the ear-
shooting ritual, which is
known as Ma-nag-tainga,
or Ma-nag-titi in Bunun
language. Ma-nag means
"to shoot’, and tainga
means "ear.

The ear shooting
ritual, held to pray
for good hunting and
farming harvests, is the

largest festival of the

04 | HoHai Yan

year. It begins early in the
morning. Every family
brings their children to
visit and ask village elders
to bless the children by
blowing their ears. Then
the girls will be taken away
before the adults start to
teach the boys to shoot
ears at close range. The
boys practice with game
ears, usually big sambar
ears, that have been
removed earlier for them.
Later, adults of all ages will
participate in a long-range
archery contest.

After shooting ears,
men will perform the
fire ritual at the fire ritual
venue. The men will circle
around and use Roxburgh
sumac and peach wood to

make fire. They will wave

their guns over the fire,
praying to the deities for
physical fitness, spiritual
stability, and growth in
hunting skills, followed by
offering animal sacrifice
and praying to the deities
for a hunting ground with
plenty animals. Then, a
large piece of roast meat
prepared by the priest or
elders will be passed over
the fire as part of the ritual
before being distributed
equally to all men in
presence. Each share
must be of equal size, or
misfortune will follow.

To conclude the
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sacrifice, the elders will sing

sacrifice songs and perform
animal bone sacrifices to
summon animal souls in
hope for endless hunting
harvests. Wine lees

are usually used to pay

homage to a chin bone of
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wild boar. It has to be wild
boars, because they are,
with their sharp fangs, the
most ferocious animal and
a major threat to hunters.
The last part of the ritual

is triumph reporting. The

hunters will take turns

MIEIE

B&RI - iR

shouting out their heroic
deeds. After each sentence,
the others echo and repeat
it to confirm that it is truth.
Itis not until everyone has
reported his triumphs that
the ritual will end with

cheers. @
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