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Palamal, Worship of Fire God
Sakizayas, a Tribe Reborn From Ashes

First Saturday night of every October, the
Sakizaya people perform Palamal to worship
their god of fire and to remember the history
of the ancesfors who protected their land and
people more than a century ago.

The Sakizayas originally lived in Hualien

Plain between Liwu and Papaya Rivers, which
became today’s Xincheng Township, Hualien
City, and Ji'an Township. Takubuwan was the
largest Sakizaya village. In 1878, the area was
invaded by the forces of the Ch'ing Empire,
and the Sakilayas were forced fo resist together
with Kaliwan, a neighboring Kavalan village.

Despite stronger forces and weapons, the
Ch'ing army failed to approach Takubuwan as
the village was surrounded and protected by
dozens of dense thorny bamboo forests along
Nongbing, Meilun, and Sanshian Creeks

with only three access ways. The forests were
estimated to be at least five hundred years old.

Therefore, the Ch'ing army decided to launch
fire arrows and set the bamboo forests on fire.
The fire burnt down village huts and caused
heavy casualties among the Sakilayas. To
allow the villagers time to evacuate, their
village chief Kumud Pazik and his wife went
fo negotiate with the attackers. The couple
were yet detained. Kumud Pazik was tied fo a
red cedar and fortured to death by the Ch'ing
army near today’s Hualien Tzu Chi Hospital.
His wife, Icep Kanasaw, was also brutally
freated. To intimidate the surviving Sakilayas
and the Amis, the Ch'ing army made them
watch the torture. The Sakilayans called it the

06

Takubuwan Battle.

The Ch'ing army went on fo attack the
neighboring Kaliwan village, killing more than
100 Kavalans. The Kavalans called it the
Kaliwan Battle, which is generally known as the

Kaliwan Incident in the literature.




Afterwards, some of the surviving Sakilayas and
Kavalans moved south fo hide in Amis villages
or form new villages for safety. These Sakilayas
had been identified as Amis for more than @

century. Some were unaware of their Sakilaya
ancestry until 2007 when their Sakilaya identity
was officially recognized.

In 20006, elderly Sakilayas began to worship
Kumud Pazik as their god of fire. legend has

it that he died at sunset, and thus Palamal is
held at dusk. In the Palamal ritual, the Sakilayas
reproduced the historic event to pray that both
their god of fire and the spirits of sacrificed
ancestors will be reborn from the ashes. @
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