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Bunun Rooster Tale : Rooster Village and Stone Mortar

Dili Village in Xinyi Township, Nantou
County, is also known as Tamazuan, or
“Rooster Village.” In Bunun language,
famazuan sounds similar to tamalung, which
means a rooster. The place is called the
Rooster Village not because it has many
roosters but because of a local fale of a
rooster.

In addition to famalung, the pronunciation of
Tamazuan is also very close to another word
in Bunun language, tangtangan, which means
“where rice is pounded or milled.” It is indeed
another word that is closely related to Dili
Village.

For a long time in the past, the area of Dili
Village was a swamp with abundant water
sources and springs everywhere. It is said
that the Take-Bakha Bunun from the old Asang
Village used to come here to hunt.

One day, a group of hunters from Asang
came here and discovered a large piece of
stone. The stone resembled a stone mortar that
could be used to pound rice. The villagers from
Asang thought that with the abundant water
resources, they could build a waterwheel here
and divert the water to tumn the waterwheel.
The waterwheel could then generate power
fo pound rice. That was why they called the
place Tangtangan, or where rice is pounded,
and eventually named the village Tamazuan
when they moved here.

The Take-Bakha Bunun decided to settle
here because the place was suitable for living

and farming. However, many fell ill when they

06

first moved here. They discovered lafer that
standing water bred mosquitoes and insects.
In addition, in comparison to the mountains,
the warmer femperature down here made it an
ideal environment for diseasing-causing insects
and germs fo thrive. People began fo fall ill.

While some suffered from bites and pustules,

more confracted infectious diseases. Epidemics
killed many of them.

They did not know what to do until one day
at dawn, a rooster pecking around caught the
affention of a villager. The rooster was walking
around water grass and pecking at mosquito
larvae. After a few days, the villager noticed

that the number of insects in the village had

decreased. Hence the high priest instructed the

villagers to not kill the rooster and let it eat up
the disease-causing insects around the village.
Thereatter, the villagers regained health and
never suffered from mosquitoes or insects
again.

To thank the rooster for the confribution to
the village, they named the village Tamazuan,
which sounds similar to tamalung, or roostfer in

Bunun.@
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