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Saisiyat PaSta'ay: Thanksgiving and Peacemaking

The ancestors of the Saisiyat lived in the Hsinchu
Plain and the Houlong area of Miaoli.The Ta'ay
were their neighbors. After a big flood, the
Saisiyat moved up to Wufeng Mountain and
lived on the upper left bank of Shangping River,
while the Ta'ay lived in a cave on the hillside of
Maybalay Mountain on the opposite right bank.

The Ta'ay were short, with dark skin and

curly hair. Although they were only 3 feet fall,
they were agile and had very sfrong arms.
They were very good at bow shooting, tree
climbing, farming and witchcraft. The Ta'ay
were friendly with their neighbors and taught
the Saisiyat farming skills. In return, the Saisiyat
invited the Ta'ay fo their harvest festival every
year. However, the Ta'ay knew how fo become
invisible and often cast spell on the Saisiyat fo
furn them unconscious in order to do naughty
things fo the Saisiyat women. The Saisiya found
it hard to prove and began getting upset at the
Ta'ay.

One vyear, the Saisiyat discovered that the
Ta'ay had done bad things on Saisiyat women
during the festival again. The Saisiyat have had
enough. They thus decided fo cut off a loquat
free on the Ta'ay's way home and glued it
together with mud. VWhen the Ta'ay climbed up
the loquat free to rest, the free broke and all the
Ta'ay fell off the free and drowned except two.
The two survivors thus cursed on the Saisiyat
with endless bad harvests. The Saisiyat begged
forgiveness. In the end, the two old Ta'ay asked
the Saisiyat to hold a ritual for the spirits of the
dead Ta'ay, and taught the Saisiyat how to
sing, dance and practice in the ritual, including
how to welcome, entertain, and send off the

06

spirits, to keep themselves safe. Afterwards, the
two Ta'ay headed east and vanished.

Since then, the Saisiyat have been doing what
the two old Ta'ay taught them. A three-day Ta'ay

spirit ritual, known as PaSta'ay, is held every




year on the full moon night affer the harvest, that  from the Ta'ay spirits and reconciliation between

is, on the 15th days of the 10th month of the the Saisiyat and the Ta'ay. At the end of the
lunar calendar. During three days and nights, ritual, the whole Saisiyat community will gather
the Saisiyat would keep singing, dancing, and fo send the Ta'ay spirifs off until the riverbank,
inviting the Ta'ay spirits to refurn and have fun and have a picnic by the river, thanking the
with them, in hope of forgiveness and blessings Ta'ay spirifs for everything they have done. @
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Giving up on your goal
because of one setback is
like slashing your other
three tires because you got
a flat.

- Anonymous
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