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Grateful but need to keep birds off

Seediq Harvest Ritual:

Qlasan Tninun/Smesung Kmetuy

In the past, the Seediq people used to burn
plants in the mountains to create fields for millet,
sweet potatoes, taros and other crops. Farming
began shortly after the winter as millet can

only be sown in the spring. At the end of each
year, a ritual would be held to give thanks to
the mountains, earth, and ancestor spirits for a
good harvest.

On a chosen night, a group of highly respected
Saidiq elders would each carry a handful of
best millet from the last harvest to the mountains.
They would sow the millet in a symbolic ritual in
the middle of the night fo profect the seeds from
being eaten by birds and insects. VWhen the
ritual finished at dawn, the elders would return
fo celebrate with the rest of the village.

In ancient times, the Saidiq did not have to
perform their rituals so carefully. Back then, a
big pot of millet porridge could be made with
only one grain of millet. Therefore, a few plants
of millet with full ears were enough to sustain
an entire family for a whole year, and people
didn't need to work hard. When they went
farming in the mountains, a few grains of millef

06

carried in their bamboo ear pipes could feed
them for several days.

Until once, when the Saidiq went fo their fields
in the mountains, a lazy person was asked to
stay behind ot the lodge to prepare meals for
everyone. This man found it very demanding

fo peel millet and chop firewood for a pot of
porridge each and every day. One day, he
came up with an idea which he thought was
going fo save him some work. He put all the
millet info the pot, hoping to make one big pot
for several days. However, something incredible
happened when the porriage was almost done.
The porriage grew bigger and bigger unfil it
overflowed from the pot and ran all over the
floor. In the end, it turned info sparrows and
flew away.

Since then, birds know that people are growing
millet and would always come to steal it from
the fields. Therefore, the Saidiq must work hard
fo keep birds off as soon as ears are produced.
It was how the Seediq people came fo leam

fo cherish what they received from the heaven,

and started fo perform the harvest ritual. @
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