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Intervention to the Ninth Session of the

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 2010

Youth Caucus Statement - April 20, 2010

Agenda Item 3: Special Theme “Indigenous Peoples: development with culture

and identity”

Good Morning Mr. Chairperson and our indigenous brothers and sisters from all over
the world,

On behalf of the Indigenous Youth Caucus, | would like to draw your attention on
several issues deeply concerned by us, the indigenous youth.

First, we firmly call for stronger and more effective measurements to protect the
rights of the Mother Earth.

The language in place to support the protection and our right as protectors from the
destruction of imposed development or any other impacts resulting from the
exploitation of our homelands is only effective if it is upheld.

Mother Earth is a living person from whom we derive and for who sustains us. If the
violations against Mother Earth continue, our unique and spiritual connection with her
will be lost, taking with it cultures, languages and people so closely dependent on one
another. False accusations have been imposed upon indigenous peoples in terms of
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deforestation, desertification, and the extinction of animals and fish. We shall not be
blamed for keeping our traditional way of living. It is the forces of so-called “western
development” that causes the relocation and displacement of indigenous peoples
along with the dispossession of their territory. The money-oriented expansion and
development by the dominant society is not by any means benefiting indigenous
peoples or the environment. It is a serious concern that the destruction of our lands,
loss of our languages, and violations of our rights is leading to ethnocide of some
indigenous peoples.

In addition to man-made disasters, in the past months natural disasters have been
tearing Mother Earth apart, destroying our homes and taking away precious lives.
Many indigenous people were forced to relocate. When the reconstruction projects
for the aftermath of the disasters are developed, the free, prior and informed consent
must be implied. Indigenous communities must be consulted. However, consultation
must be substantive, culturally understandable, on equal footing and mean more than
just a meeting between two entities. We cannot call it a Free, Prior and Informed
Consent when a section of the Indigenous Peoples is co-opted and they speak on the
colonizers behalf in the consultation. The reconstruction of Mother Earth without
consent of Indigenous communities will impose second harm to the victims further
destroying our cultures and identities.

Second, the meaning of “self-determination” should be further clarified.

To give substance and effect to Article 3, it is necessary that State governments
provide a forum for indigenous decision-making in the law making process as
provided for in article 4. A critical fact we shall emphasize is that only until
Indigenous Peoples achieve the ability to exercise our own course of our future, there
is no way our people can ensure that DEVELOPMENT with Culture and Identity can
ever be realized and for too long indigenous people have been subject to Laws
contrary to our customs and traditions. This has been the fight of our elders and will
continue to be ours.

In conclusion, the Indigenous Youth Caucus respectively offers the following
recommendations:

1. The adoption of the UNDRIP is only the first step. We urge the Forum to push for
greater implementation without reservation. We call upon all governments to
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uphold their commitment to UNDRIP through the actual implementation of these
rights as well as their practice.

2. We call upon UNDP and other UN agencies to implement the principle of Free,
Prior and Informed Consent and Self-Determination in all of their own projects,
including any climate mitigation or adaptation projects and to strengthen their role
in influencing governments to not only create but to implement laws and policies
that take into account the needs of indigenous peoples.

3. We urge governments to end the practice of undertaking development projects on
the lands and territories of indigenous peoples, including plantations, hydropower
dams, mines, etc. that are approved or implemented without the FPIC of the
indigenous peoples. Forced evictions must be stopped and governments must
respect the principle of self-determination. UN agencies and government must
take urgent steps to end ethnocide of indigenous peoples

4. We urge governments to create measures that will help preserve culture in times
of natural disasters and forced relocation.

= )FF"JE (=] RERRH 4: * A Youth Caucus Statement on Item 4: Human Rights

JEAJE - F = B Youth Caucus

8% & 1 Jessica Du fi‘ﬁfﬂﬁrr (}?Hﬁﬁj{) . Kingi (,:TE?[%‘%J; ;“E—{)
ég?wlﬂﬁféﬂ : 2010/4/22
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Tena koe e te Special Rapporteur James Anaya,

INTRODUCTION

We the Youth Caucus commend the Declaration as a universal minimum standard of
indigenous rights peoples. However, as an aspirational document, the rights under the
DRIP are in effect ‘empty rights’ unless they are incorporated into domestic law. Mr
Anaya, we wish to focus on three areas today education, criminal justice and the
implementation of DRIP.

Education
Education is of our great concern to Youth.
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In order to shoulder the responsibility of carrying on our cultural heritage and
advocacy for equality and justice, the young generation of indigenous peoples should
be equipped and fully understanding our culture and our rights.

Language is the life force of our peoples, it sustains us and educates us about our
customs, traditions and histories. The chance to not only learn our native tongue, but
to be taught in our native language is essential to fully acknowledge and appreciate
our ancestors’ worldview. However, due to the modern developing patterns,
indigenous children have migrated to the cities for opportunities. When indigenous
children transfer to urban schools, they not only lose the chance to obtain the
traditional knowledge that has been passed down from our ancestors but also fail to
learn their mother tongue in a natural environment. We believe mainstream school
curricula must balance both mainstream and traditional education no matter where our
youth are attending schools.

Criminal Justice

Indigenous people make up a large proportion of state prison populations and this is
the case in New Zealand and Australia. In New Zealand Maori make up 50% of the
prison population and only 17% of the total population. This pattern is similar across
all indigenous peoples and in particular for our youth. At each stage of the criminal
system from apprehension to conviction to parole there exists a bias toward
indigenous peoples in the punitive system. We note that the incarceration of our youth
leads to isolation from their community, the breakdown of family units and
re-offending. Implementation of restorative justice through forums such as indigenous
courts must be a priority issue. If not, we fear that the criminal justice system, through
its punitive approach will continue as a colonising and disenfranchising tool for young
indigenous peoples.

Implementation

The Youth Caucus commends countries such as Bolivia who have incorporated
aspects of the UNDRIP into their constitution. However, aside from international
pressure and judicial creativity it is hard for our peoples hold their state accountable.
We note that implementation is essential to give effect and substance to the rights
within the Declaration. Incorporation as opposed to endorsement ensures that state
governments are held responsible for breaching our rights.

Implementation is a pressing issue for our peoples and we the Youth caucus implore
the SR to move towards implementing our fundamental rights. Without greater
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incorporation the future of our peoples will remain subject to the State and their
interests.

Recommendations

We respectfully submit the following recommendations:

We urge the SR to focus on language revitalization. Youth need the chance to learn
their culture. Indigenous language must be offered in the urban schools where there
are indigenous pupils and students. Indigenous culture and history must be integrated
into the curricula.

That the SR continue to push and encourage for incorporation of the DRIP into
domestic law and implementation in State policies as mandated by article 42 of the
United Nations Declaration.

SR investigate bias and racism toward indigenous youth in the criminal justice system
and in particular we recommend SR encourage the development of indigenous courts
premised on customs and restorative justice.

We call on the SR to reviewand make follow-ups onthe previous
recommendations especially the impacts of militarization on indigenous communities,
indigenous youth and children.
-We urge all states to remove all military elements in indigenous peoples land,
which creates culture of violence among the indigenous youth and children.

Lastly, the Indigenous Youth Caucus call on Canada and the United States of America
to endorse, support and implement the UNDRIP expeditiously and with participation
of the youth from the region.

(5)F) ¥ 2 (= REFE 7% 2 (=VBE Youth Caucus Opening Statement on
Item 7: Future Work
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UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 2010

Youth Caucus Statement - April 26, 2010

Agenda Item 7: Future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues of the
Economic and Social Council and emerging issues

Nagi’ho, ci Lapic Kalay ko ngangan no mako.

Good Morning, Mister Chairperson.

Thank you for making Youth Caucus part of the planning for the future work of the
Permanent Forum, we would like to hereby stress on couple emerging issues pertinent
to indigenous youths.

Economic sovereignty is the key for the overall sovereignty of our peoples. However,
as the result of industrialization, the transition to a cash economy and urbanization, we
are becoming more susceptible to the fluctuation of global economy. The recent
global economic crisis had worsened the poverty condition and livelihoods of
indigenous families. With financial difficulties, indigenous youth workers are forced
to work longer hours to sustain income. This had threatened our right to education and
equal opportunities.

By educating the youth, we can grow stronger as an indigenous community.
Education is the fundamental rights for indigenous youths, however, not all
indigenous youths have equal access to education designed for our need, in our
language, and reflects our world views. We shall put priority on revitalizing our
language and our culture. Furthermore, we shall fight for sustainable economic
growth and improved social condition in order to enhance education results.

Mister Chairperson, climate change is another pressing threat which endangers the
livelihood of our youths and families. Indigenous peoples are more vulnerable to
environmental pollution and climate change effects. With increased exposure to
nature disasters, our people are becoming climate victims. We are forced to relocation
and dispossession of our lands. We lost the right and ownership over our customary
land and resources, and culture is uprooted from our traditional territories.
Urbanization and migration also weaken the sense of community and our culture is
being assimilated. In order for sustainable development of our peoples, it is critical for
us to ensure legal recognition of ownership and control over our customary land and
resources.
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Mister Chairperson, it has also come to our attention that some of our indigenous
brothers and sisters whose bloodlines are mixed due to colonization do not have equal
access to the Permanent Forum. The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples reaffirms we, indigenous peoples, should be free from discrimination of any
kind when exercising our rights. Indigenous youths especially shall have equal rights
to participate in the forum and learn from the forefront of indigenous works.

Recommendations

1.We urge the Permanent Forum to review problems of poverty and land rights, and to
reassure that developments are not at the cost of indigenous peoples and free prior
informed consents are consulted with indigenous communities. We urge governments
to stop forced relocation and grant legal recognition to the ownership and control over
our lands and customary resources.

2.We highly recommend the Permanent Forum to work closely with UNICEF to
empower future indigenous leaders, such as developing capacity building, leadership
training, youth entrepreneur development, and youth counseling projects for
indigenous youths, in addition to an intergenerational Youth Preparatory Meeting for
the Permanent Forum.

3.We request action plans and strategies to be discussed in the Permanent Forum for
the reduction of education gap between indigenous and non-indigenous. And call for
greater supports for indigenous education, at academic, policy, and financial levels.
We want an education that will help end discrimination of the indigenous people, and
promote respect of our culture, language, rituals, and traditional knowledge.

4.Grant access to the Permanent Forum based on our nationalities rather than on states,
and restore the mislabeled and misclassified indigenous youth whose bloodline is
mixed due to colonization by establishing a Multi-Indigenous Youth Caucus.

5.Call for the Permanent Forum to expand their membership by adding a position to
be filled by an Indigenous Youth, selected by Indigenous Youth, to represent

Indigenous children and youth of the world by the next session of the Forum in 2011.

6.The government should have legal system to protect and represent indigenous
people. In 2007 the Vietnamese Government arrested, defrocked, and imprisoned
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these three former Indigenous Khmer-Krom monks who are standing behind us today.
We recommend that the Government, especially Vietnamese Government, respect the
freedom of religion and have the legal system to protect victimized people.

Tengngila no kosuwa no mako, array. Thank you, Mister Chairperson.

()¢ REE & Fﬁ%@ 7:4 :\%ﬁﬁj‘ﬁﬁfy “r:él Flying Eagle Women Fund

Statement on Item 7: Half Day Discussion on Forest

gEAHI P ﬁ%’%ﬁi_ﬁbﬁ Flying Eagle Women Fund
JE ~ 1 Judy Wilson PiiET| (G 7E6R)
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United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Ninth Session — New York
19-30 April 2010

Agenda Item 7: Half Day Discussion on Forests

Joint Intervention on behalf of the Flying Eagle Women Fund delivered by Judy
Wilson

Mister Chairperson,

This intervention is delivered on behalf of the Flying Eagle Women Fund.

We the Indigenous peoples of the Pacific associate ourselves closely with the mother
earth. Spiritual and physical connections between Indigenous peoples and forests
define our culture and our livelihoods. Developments and climate change in our
traditional territories have destroyed our land and expropriated our nature resources.
We have lost our home, our culture, safety of our environment, and bio-cultural
diversity as results of deforestation. Governments develop State and National Parks to
as means to “reserve and protect” environments; however, through this process they
neglected our legal control and ownership over our customary land and resources, our
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rights to implement our rituals, and our freedom to practice our traditional way of
lives.

Some states have instituted regulations for land conservation which violates the bases
of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. These regulations
confiscated our right to sustain livelihoods in our traditional territories and
disrespected our customs and measures to protect the forest and the mother earth. The
forced relocation and dispossession of our land and resources endangered the survival
of our culture and dismissed our right to self-determination.

Recommendations

1.For all governments to fully adopt the UNDRIP and fully comply with the UNDRIP
on issues pertinent to relocations of our Indigenous peoples, especially Article 10.

2.We urge that all regulation and acts regarding environmental protection and
sustainable development to be considered in the Indigenous prospective. Our
Indigenous knowledge have been revitalizing and sustaining our mother earth for
thousands of years. Our rituals and practices should be respected and our voice should
be heard. We also urge states to grant legal recognition to our customary land and
resource for the protection and sustainable development of our mother earth.

3.We request the Permanent Forum to review human right violations of Indigenous
peoples in environmental laws and conservation regulations. Indigenous peoples shall
be grant legal recognition to our sovereignty, control of and ownership over our
customary land and resources, and the right to our environments. In national parks or
forests area, governments should hire more than two third of Indigenous workers as
protectors of our mother earth in order to return the rights of control and ownership to
Indigenous peoples.

Thank you Mister Chairperson.
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B S ER | R 2 SR
‘ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ'ﬁ%f;?@ Agenda

FII: 4/19 Eﬂj 1:10:00~13:00
1. Election of officers.
<L\—ﬁw@ﬁ
F11H:4/19 Eﬂj 1:10:00~13:00
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
GEpERAE =T (B P
FI1H:4/20 & 4/21 E%ﬁF'Eﬂzl():O(%lS:OO , 15:00~18:00
3. Discussion on the special theme for the year, “Indigenous peoples: development
with culture and identity: articles 3 and 32 of the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples”
CF PR T = RE-RUE 8 (2P el L o s
k@ﬁé‘ SWHTE A T 0
F11H:4/22 Ej*] 1:10:00~13:00 , 15:00~18:00
4. Human rights( * 1#&):
(a) Implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples(Hi 7 BFLE 2 ’[@;ELI'F;[ VA f);
(b) Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms of indigenous people and other special rapporteurs.
(7 FUE 2 S LA F ORI HIJ%EEF“'[ 8 ‘éﬁffﬁ:‘ﬁ)
F11H:4/26 E?*]FE?J:IO:OO~13:OO , 15:00~18:00
5.Half-day discussion on North America.
F ”\F]l“ru Sl o)
F1HH:4/27 ED*JF 1:10:00~13:00 , 15:00~18:00
6.Comprehensive dialogue with six United Nations agencies and funds.
%qw*4wrkﬂéﬁ%wwp>
F11H:4/28 ED*JF :10:00~13:00, 15:00~18:00
7.Future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues of the Economic and Social
Council and emerging issues.
QR o MRS R S
F11H:4/29 EﬂjF :10:00~13:00 , 15:00~18:00
8. Draft agenda for the tenth session of the Permanent Forum.
(E1E87 10 ﬁﬁﬁfj’?ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁ%)
F13H:4/30 ExﬂjFéFJ:IO:OO~13:OO , 15:00~18:00
9. Adoption of the report of the Permanent Forum on its ninth session.
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S. James Anaya 1s the James J. Lenoir Professor of Human Rights
Law and Policy at the I University of Arizona's James E.
Rogers College of Law. In TeREIEhSSETT March 2008, he was appointed by
the United Nations as 1its Special  Rapporteur on  the
Situation of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of

Indigenous Peoples.
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PRESS CONFERENCE ON WORLD BANK STUDY ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

A new study by the World Bank had confirmed that indigenous people, making
up Sper cent of the world s population, were still among the poorest of the poor,
although findings indicated that indigenous peoples in Asia were closing the gap faster
than indigenous peoples in other parts of the world.

Addressing journalists at a Headquarters press conference this afternoon, on
the margins of the ninth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Harry
Patrinos, co-author of the study Indigenous Peoples, Poverty and Development, said the
status of indigenous peoples from Latin America, compared to that of indigenous
peoples in Asia, had changed little in recent years, raising questions about the benefits
of targeted initiatives, such as bilingual education programmes, which was popular in
that region.

Mr. Patrinos, a lead education economist at the World Bank, said there had
been some rise in school enrolment levels among indigenous peoples in Latin American
countries with a policy of bilingual education. However, without control groups, it
was not possible to attribute that rise to bilingual schooling.

Asked by one journalist to comment specifically about Mexico, Mr. Patrinos
said there was no evidence that bilingual education had contributed to improved income
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gains among indigenous peoples in that country, although it was possible that it had
improved school enrolment levels within that population.

However, he praised Mexico’s cash transfer programme, whose beneficiaries
included indigenous peoples, saying it had probably contributed to their increased
access to schools and other social services, such as health care. But, there was no way
to tell if the quality of schooling received by indigenous pupils was adequate, and
unless it improved, the income gap between indigenous and non-indigenous peoples
would likely persist.

He added that Mexico now had a policy of allowing parents from indigenous
communities to participate in the design of school programmes, where they were given
funds and special materials, which he said was promising. Bolivia had a programme
modelled on the Mexican programme.

By contrast, Asian countries such as China, India and Viet Nam relied less on
targeted programmes, preferring the adoption of strategies aimed at the economic
growth of entire regions, he said. Poverty rates declined more rapidly in those
countries compared to Latin American nations, indicating that, perhaps, there were
merits to pursuing broad-based policies.
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Agenda Item 7: Half-Day Discussion on Forests
Joint Intervention on behalf the Flying Eagle Woman Fund delivered by Judy Wilson.

We the Indigenous peoples of the Pacific associate our selves closely with the
mother earth. Spiritual and physical connections between Indigenous peoples and
forests define our culture and livelihoods. Developments and climate change in our
traditional territories have destroyed our land and expropriated our nature resources.
We have lost our home, our culture, safety of our environment, and bio-cultural
diversity as results of deforestation. Governments develop State and National Parks to

as means to “reserve and protect” environments. However, through this process they
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neglected our legal control and ownership over our customary land and resources, our
rights to implement our rituals, and our freedom to practice our traditional way of
lives.

Some states have instituted regulations for land conservation, which violates the
bases of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. These regulations
confiscated our right to sustain livelihoods in our traditional territories and
disrespected our customs and measures to protect the forest and the mother earth. The
forced relocation and dispossession of our land and resources endangered the survival
of our culture and dismissed our right to self-determination.

Recommendations:

1. For all governments to fully adopt the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and fully comply with the UNDRIP on issues
pertinent to relocations of our Indigenous peoples, especially article 10.

2. We urge that all regulation and acts regarding environmental protection and
sustainable development to be considered in the indigenous prospective. Our
Indigenous knowledge have been revitalizing and sustaining our mother earth
for thousands of years. Our rituals and practices should be respected and our
voice should be heard. We also urge states to grant legal recognition to our
customary land and resource for protection and sustainable development of
our mother earth.

3. We request the Permanent Forum to control of and human right violations of
Indigenous peoples in environmental laws and conservation regulations.
Indigenous peoples shall be grant legal recognition to our sovereignty,
Ownership over our customary land and resources, and the right to our
environments. In national parks or forests area, governments should hire more
than 2/3 of indigenous workers as protectors of our mother earth in order to

return the rights of control and ownership to Indigenous peoples.
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UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THERIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES

Affirming that indigenous peoples are equal to all other peoples, while recognizing the
right of all peoples to be different, to consider themselves different, and to be
respected as such,

Affirming also that all peoples contribute to the diversity and richness of civilizations
and cultures, which constitute the common heritage of humankind,

Affirming further that all doctrines, policies and practices based on or advocating
superiority of peoples or individuals on the basis of national origin, racial, religious,
ethnic or cultural differences are racist, scientifically false, legally invalid, morally
condemnable and socially unjust,

Reaffirming also that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free
from discrimination of any kind,

Concerned that indigenous peoples have suffered from historic injustices as a

result of, inter alia, their colonization and dispossession of their lands, territories and
resources, thus preventing them from exercising, in particular, their right to
development in accordance with their own needs and interests,

Recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of indigenous
peoples which derive from their political, economic and social structures and from
their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies, especially their rights to
their lands, territories and resources,

Further recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the rights of indigenous
peoples affirmed in treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements with
States,

Welcoming the fact that indigenous peoples are organizing themselves for political,
economic, social and cultural enhancement and in order to bring an end to all forms of
discrimination and oppression wherever they occur,

Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over developments affecting them and
their lands, territories and resources will enable them to maintain and strengthen their
institutions, cultures and traditions, and to promote their development in accordance
with their aspirations and needs,

Recognizing also that respect for indigenous knowledge, cultures and traditional
practices contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper
management of the environment,

Emphasizing the contribution of the demilitarization of the lands and territories of
indigenous peoples to peace, economic and social progress and development,
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understanding and friendly relations among nations and peoples of the world,
Recognizing in particular the right of indigenous families and communities to retain
shared responsibility for the upbringing, training, education and well-being of their
children, consistent with the rights of the child,

Recognizing also that indigenous peoples have the right freely to determine their
relationships with States in a spirit of coexistence, mutual benefit and full respect,
Considering that the rights affirmed in treaties, agreements and constructive
arrangements between States and indigenous peoples are, in some situations, matters
of international concern, interest, responsibility and character,

Also considering that treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements, and
the relationship they represent, are the basis for a strengthened partnership between
indigenous peoples and States,

Acknowledging that the Charter of the United Nations, the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights affirm the fundamental importance of the right of self determination
of all peoples, by virtue of which they freely determine their political status and freely
pursue their economic, social and cultural development,

Bearing in mind that nothing in this Declaration may be used to deny any peoples
their right of self-determination, exercised in conformity with international law,
Convinced that the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples in this Declaration
will enhance harmonious and cooperative relations between the State and indigenous
peoples, based on principles of justice, democracy, respect for human rights,
non-discrimination and good faith,

Encouraging States to comply with and effectively implement all their obligations as
they apply to indigenous peoples under international instruments, in particular those
related to human rights, in consultation and cooperation with the peoples concerned,
Emphasizing that the United Nations has an important and continuing role to play in
promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous peoples,

Believing that this Declaration is a further important step forward for the recognition,
promotion and protection of the rights and freedoms of indigenous peoples and in the
development of relevant activities of the United Nations system in this field,
Recognizing and reaffirming that indigenous individuals are entitled without
discrimination to all human rights recognized in international law, and that indigenous
peoples possess collective rights which are indispensable for their existence,
well-being and integral development as peoples,

Solemnly proclaims the following United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples as a standard of achievement to be pursued in a spirit of
partnership and mutual respect,
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Article 1

Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as
individuals, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
international human rights law.

Article 2

Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all other peoples and
individuals and have the right to be free from any kind of discrimination, in the
exercise of their rights, in particular that based on their indigenous origin or identity.
Article 3

Indigenous peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and
cultural development.

Article 4

Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to
autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as
well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.

Article 5

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct political,
legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining their rights to
participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, economic, social and cultural life
of the State.

Article 6

Every indigenous individual has the right to a nationality.

Article 7

1. Indigenous individuals have the rights to life, physical and mental integrity, liberty
and security of person.

2. Indigenous peoples have the collective right to live in freedom, peace and security
as distinct peoples and shall not be subjected to any act of genocide or any other act of
violence, including forcibly removing children of the group to another group.

Article 8

1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced
assimilation or destruction of their culture.

2. States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for:

(a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving them of their integrity as
distinct peoples, or of their cultural values or ethnic identities;

(b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing them of their lands,
territories or resources;
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(c) Any form of forced population transfer which has the aim or effect of violating or
undermining any of their rights;

(d) Any form of forced assimilation or integration by other cultures or ways of life
imposed on them by legislative, administrative or other measures;

(e) Any form of propaganda designed to promote or incite racial or ethnic
discrimination directed against them.

Article 9

Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an indigenous
community or nation, in accordance with the traditions and customs of the community
or nation concerned. No discrimination of any kind may arise from the exercise of
such a right.

Article 10

Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from their lands or territories. No
relocation shall take place without the free, prior and informed consent of the
indigenous peoples concerned and after agreement on just and fair compensation and,
where possible, with the option of return.

Article 11

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practice and revitalize their cultural traditions
and customs. This includes the right to maintain, protect and develop the past, present
and future manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and historical sites,
artefacts, designs, ceremonies, technologies and visual and performing arts and
literature.

2. States shall provide redress through effective mechanisms, which may include
restitution, developed in conjunction with indigenous peoples, with respect to their
cultural, intellectual, religious and spiritual property taken without their free, prior and
informed consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs.

Article 12

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to manifest, practice, develop and teach their
spiritual and religious traditions, customs and ceremonies; the right to maintain,
protect, and have access in privacy to their religious and cultural sites; the right to the
use and control of their ceremonial objects; and the right to the repatriation of their
human remains.

2. States shall seek to enable the access and/or repatriation of ceremonial objects and
human remains in their possession through fair, transparent and effective mechanisms
developed in conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned.

Article 13

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future
generations their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems
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and literatures, and to designate and retain their own names for communities, places
and persons.

2. States shall take effective measures to ensure this right is protected and also to
ensure that indigenous peoples can understand and be understood in political, legal
and administrative proceedings, where necessary through the provision of
interpretation or by other appropriate means.

Article 14

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems
and institutions providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate
to their cultural methods of teaching and learning.

2. Indigenous individuals, particularly children, have the right to all levels and forms
of education of the State without discrimination.

3. States shall, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, take effective measures, in
order for indigenous individuals, particularly children, including those living outside
their communities, to have access, when possible, to an education in their own culture
and provided in their own language.

Article 15

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the dignity and diversity of their cultures,
traditions, histories and aspirations which shall be appropriately reflected in education
and public information.

2. States shall take effective measures, in consultation and cooperation with the
indigenous peoples concerned, to combat prejudice and eliminate discrimination and
to promote tolerance, understanding and good relations among indigenous peoples
and all other segments of society.

Article 16

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish their own media in their own
languages and to have access to all forms of non-indigenous media without
discrimination.

2. States shall take effective measures to ensure that State-owned media duly reflect
indigenous cultural diversity. States, without prejudice to ensuring full freedom of
expression, should encourage privately-owned media to adequately reflect indigenous
cultural diversity.

Article 17

1. Indigenous individuals and peoples have the right to enjoy fully all rights
established under applicable international and domestic labour law.

2. States shall in consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples take specific
measures to protect indigenous children from economic exploitation and from

performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s
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education, or to be harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or
social development, taking into account their special vulnerability and the importance
of education for their empowerment.

3. Indigenous individuals have the right not to be subjected to any discriminatory
conditions of labour and, inter alia, employment or salary.

Article 18

Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which
would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance
with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous
decision-making institutions.

Article 19

States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free,
prior and informed consent before adopting and implementing legislative or
administrative measures that may affect them.

Article 20

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and develop their political, economic
and social systems or institutions, to be secure in the enjoyment of their own means of
subsistence and development, and to engage freely in all their traditional and other
economic activities.

2. Indigenous peoples deprived of their means of subsistence and development are
entitled to just and fair redress.

Article 21

1. Indigenous peoples have the right, without discrimination, to the improvement of
their economic and social conditions, including, inter alia, in the areas of education,
employment, vocational training and retraining, housing, sanitation, health and social
security.

2. States shall take effective measures and, where appropriate, special measures to
ensure continuing improvement of their economic and social conditions. Particular
attention shall be paid to the rights and special needs of indigenous elders, women,
youth, children and persons with disabilities.

Article 22

1. Particular attention shall be paid to the rights and special needs of indigenous elders,
women, youth, children and persons with disabilities in the implementation of this
Declaration.

2. States shall take measures, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, to ensure that
indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection and guarantees against all
forms of violence and discrimination.
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Article 23

Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies
for exercising their right to development. In particular, indigenous peoples have the
right to be actively involved in developing and determining health, housing and other
economic and social programmes affecting them and, as far as possible, to administer
such programmes through their own institutions.

Article 24

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to their traditional medicines and to maintain
their health practices, including the conservation of their vital medicinal plants,
animals and minerals. Indigenous individuals also have the right to access, without
any discrimination, to all social and health services.

2. Indigenous individuals have an equal right to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health. States shall take the necessary steps
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of this right.

Article 25

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual
relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands,
territories, waters and coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their
responsibilities to future generations in this regard.

Article 26

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they
have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands,
territories and resources that they possess by reason of traditional ownership or other
traditional occupation or use, as well as those which they have otherwise acquired.

3. States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, territories and
resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs,
traditions and land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples concerned.

Article 27

States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples
concerned, a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process, giving due
recognition to indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems,
to recognize and adjudicate the rights of indigenous peoples pertaining to their lands,
territories and resources, including those which were traditionally owned or otherwise
occupied or used. Indigenous peoples shall have the right to participate in this process.
Article 28

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to redress, by means that can include restitution
or, when this is not possible, of a just, fair and equitable compensation, for the lands,
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territories and resources which they have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or
used, and which have been confiscated, taken, occupied, used or damaged without
their free, prior and informed consent.

2. Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by the peoples concerned, compensation shall
take the form of lands, territories and resources equal in quality, size and legal status
or of monetary compensation or other appropriate redress.

Article 29

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of the
environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources.
States shall establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples
for such conservation and protection, without discrimination.

2. States shall take effective measures to ensure that no storage or disposal of
hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or territories of indigenous peoples
without their free, prior and informed consent.

3. States shall also take effective measures to ensure, as needed, that programmes for
monitoring, maintaining and restoring the health of indigenous peoples, as developed
and implemented by the peoples affected by such materials, are duly implemented.
Article 30

1. Military activities shall not take place in the lands or territories of indigenous
peoples, unless justified by a significant threat to relevant public interest or otherwise
freely agreed with or requested by the indigenous peoples concerned.

2. States shall undertake effective consultations with the indigenous peoples
concerned, through appropriate procedures and in particular through their
representative institutions, prior to using their lands or territories for military
activities.

Article 31

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop their
cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, as well as
the manifestations of their sciences, technologies and cultures, including human and
genetic resources, seeds, medicines, knowledge of the properties of fauna and flora,
oral traditions, literatures, designs, sports and traditional games and visual and
performing arts. They also have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop
their intellectual property over such cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and
traditional cultural expressions.

2. In conjunction with indigenous peoples, States shall take effective measures to
recognize and protect the exercise of these rights.

Article 32

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies
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for the development or use of their lands or territories and other resources.

2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free
and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or
territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development,
utilization or exploitation of their mineral, water or other resources.

3. States shall provide effective mechanisms for just and fair redress for any such
activities, and appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigate adverse environmental,
economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact.

Article 33

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine their own identity or membership in
accordance with their customs and traditions. This does not impair the right of
indigenous individuals to obtain citizenship of the States in which they live.

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine the structures and to select the
membership of their institutions in accordance with their own procedures.

Article 34

Indigenous peoples have the right to promote, develop and maintain their institutional
structures and their distinctive customs, spirituality, traditions, procedures, practices
and, in the cases where they exist, juridical systems or customs, in accordance with
international human rights standards.

Article 35

Indigenous peoples have the right to determine the responsibilities of individuals to
their communities.

Article 36

1. Indigenous peoples, in particular those divided by international borders, have the
right to maintain and develop contacts, relations and cooperation, including activities
for spiritual, cultural, political, economic and social purposes, with their own
members as well as other peoples across borders.

2. States, in consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples, shall take effective
measures to facilitate the exercise and ensure the implementation of this right.

Article 37

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the recognition, observance and enforcement
of Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements concluded with States
or their successors and to have States honour and respect such Treaties, Agreements
and other Constructive Arrangements.

2. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as to diminish or eliminate the rights
of Indigenous Peoples contained in Treaties, Agreements and Constructive
Arrangements.
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Article 38

States in consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples, shall take the
appropriate measures, including legislative measures, to achieve the ends of this
Declaration.

Article 39

Indigenous peoples have the right to have access to financial and technical assistance
from States and through international cooperation, for the enjoyment of the rights
contained in this Declaration.

Article 40

Indigenous peoples have the right to have access to and prompt decision through just
and fair procedures for the resolution of conflicts and disputes with States or other
parties, as well as to effective remedies for all infringements of their individual and
collective rights. Such a decision shall give due consideration to the customs,
traditions, rules and legal systems of the indigenous peoples concerned and
international human rights.

Article 41

The organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system and other
intergovernmental organizations shall contribute to the full realization of the
provisions of this Declaration through the mobilization, inter alia, of financial
cooperation and technical assistance. Ways and means of ensuring participation of
indigenous peoples on issues affecting them shall be established.

Article 42

The United Nations, its bodies, including the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,
and specialized agencies, including at the country level, and States, shall promote
respect for and full application of the provisions of this Declaration and follow up the
effectiveness of this Declaration.

Article 43

The rights recognized herein constitute the minimum standards for the survival,
dignity and well-being of the indigenous peoples of the world.

Article 44

All the rights and freedoms recognized herein are equally guaranteed to male and
female indigenous individuals.

Article 45

Nothing in this Declaration may be construed as diminishing or extinguishing the
rights indigenous peoples have now or may acquire in the future.

Article 46

1. Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, people,
group or PERSONAL any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act
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contrary to the Charter of the United Nations.

2. In the exercise of the rights enunciated in the present Declaration, human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all shall be respected. The exercise of the rights set forth in
this Declaration shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined by law, in
accordance with international human rights obligations. Any such limitations shall be
non-discriminatory and strictly necessary solely for the purpose of securing due
recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for meeting the just
and most compelling requirements of a democratic society.

3. The provisions set forth in this Declaration shall be interpreted in accordance with
the principles of justice, democracy, respect for human rights, equality,
nondiscrimination, good governance and good faith.
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Alliance and UN NGO WWW.Sua-ngo.org
Director
Cultural Ellen L. Lutz Executive elutz@cs.org
Survival Director
Nativelands Ltd. | Phil Monture Owner phil@nativelands.info
Metis National Clement President clementc@metisnation.ca
Council Chartier
Ralliement
National Des
Metis
Hawaiian Kai Landow Vice Consul Hawaiianembassy@gmail.com
Embassy in New
York
Loretto Stephanie Assistant Swolfe96angel@gmail.com
Community Wolfe Representative
(NGO to the
UN)
Hawaiian Leon K. Siu Minister of ForeignAffairs@HawaiianKingdom.ws
Kingdom Foreign Affairs
University of Kealii Gora Professor Igora@hawaii.edu
Hawaii
University of Lilikala Professor lilikala@hawaii.edu,
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Hawaii at Kameeleihiwa kchs.hawaii.edu/
Manoa
Australian Mick Gooda Aboriginal and | Mick.gooda@humanrights.gove.au,
Human Rights Torres Strait www.humanrights.gove.au
Commission Islander Social

Justice

Commissioner
Galdu Janne Hansen Senior Adviser | jh@galdu.org,

www.galdu.org

Natural Lande Ngwang Sonam | Managing info@naturallandtrekkingnepal.com,
Trekking Nepal | Sherpa Director natural.land@gmail.com
Aboriginal Neil E. Chief Executive | neilg@alrm.org.au,

Legal Rights Gillespie Officer www.alrm.org.au
Movement, Inc.

The Association | Rawia Attorney rawai@acri.org.il,

for Civil Rights www.acri.org.il

in Israel

Adele Women Adjoa Linda Sales Rep. Belrivers@gmail.com,
Association Fletcher Adelewomen.tripod.com/
Representative

& Outreach

Presentation Frank Ferrante | Executive NYCTVNE@aol.com
Network Producer
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Iighe + ST B BRI FE A

Book List

1.
2.

© o N o ok~ w

Asia Indigenous Peoples’ Perspectives On Development

Application of Convention No.169 by Domestic and International Courts in
Latin America

Des Droits Des Peuples Autochtones Dans 24 pays africains

Engagement With Indigenous Peoples (Policy)

Losing Ground

Raising Clean Hands

Resource Kit On Indigenous Peoples’ Issues

Save Mother Earth: Expression of Indigenous Youth

State of the World’s Indigenous peoples

10. The Right of Indigenous People in Cambodia

Brochure

1.

O N o gk~ LN

Climate Frontlines

For the Child Taken, for the Parent Left Behind

Handbook for Participants

Indigenous Peoples’ Guide: False Solutions to Climate Change
Malaria: blood, sweat, and tears

Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People
Untied Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Journal

2.
3.

Gender and Indigenous Peoples
NEWSLETTER/UNDP-April 2010
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