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1. PR CETHE

Traditional "Palakuwan" System of Kasavakan Community in

Contemporary Society
Abstract

The Indigenous Pinuyumayan Peoples in Taiwan is well-known with
their significant and long-lasting cultural practice of "Palakuwan
(men's gather house)" system, which is a cultivation, training and
education process for male members of the community to become
matured, skilled and wise adults. Once entering Palakuwan system at
the age of 12, young boys become the labor force to serve the
community and spend at least 6 years learning all the necessary

knowledge and skills to be qualified and recognized as “mainay (real
5



men)” . With this article, the author attempts to study and analyze the
Palakuwan system in Kasavakan Community of Pinuyumayan Peoples,
aiming to reveal how traditional system functions beyond cultural
dimension in contemporary society and contributes to the governance
and political, social and economic development and construction of

the community.

Via interviews and literature review, the author first clarifies the
traditional functions of Palakuwan system, and combs the revolution
and history of Palakuwan system in Kasavakan Community. Then the
observational method is employed, intending to thoroughly
understand while colonization and state policies have interrupted,
weakened and limited the functions of Palakuwan system to restricted
cultural and ceremonial matters, how the youth of the community,
grounded on Palakuwan system, transform from the cultural role to
the driving force contributing to community empowerment and
development. The Kasavakan youth nowadays is not only executors
following orders passively, but organizers, initiators and coordinators

taking actions proactively. They break the border between tradition



and modernity and reconnect the concepts that have long been seen
as cultural practice with their political and economic nature and thus

gradually revitalize the ancient concept of “one community, one state

and build up a society with Indigenous way of good governance.

Keywords: Palakuwan, youth, education, governance, social structure,

community development
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